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Storm as Top ‘62 Story

RICHMOND, Dec. 26 (AP) —Newspaper and radio members
of the Associated Press in Virginia have voted the fierce coastal
storm of last March 7 as the top news story in the State during

the past year.

Winds and tides during the Ash Wednesday storm caused
seven deaths and demages in the millions of dollars Lo coastal

Virginia, while other parts of [~

the State were buried under a
heavy snowfall that immobi-
lized some arecas.

The second biggest story of
the year was the continuing
racial dispute in Prince Edward
County, where schools have
been closed since 1959 to avold
court-ordered desegregation.

In third place was the com-
bination story of the inaugura-
tion of Gov. Harrison and the
bhattle in the General Assembly
over the State income tax with-
holding plan.

The No. 4 story revolved
around former Gov. J. Lindsay
Almond, jr., and his rift with
Senator Harry F. Byrd, head
of the dominant Democratic
organization in Virginia. Al-
ithough Mr. Almond’s appoint-
ment by President Kennedy to
the United States Court of
Customs and Patent Appeals
never got out of the Senate
Judiclary Committee, Mr. Al-
mond was given a recess ap-
appointment to the bench.

NWewsmen rated the Novem-
her congressional elections as
ihe fifth biggest story. Repub-
licans held their seats in Con-

field County farmer, his wife
and daughter by a 16-year-old
problem child who was ar-
rested the same day after a
pursuit on the Blue Ridge
parkway.

10. The fire in a Charlottes-,
ville rooming house in which
seven died.

11. The furor over the re-
vival of the drumming-out
ceremony for dishonorably dis-
charged Marines. The practice
later was banned.

One story which apperently
would have ranked near the:
top had it broken earlier in;
the year was the decision of a'
Pederal court that declared
Virginia’s legislative redistrict-
ing acts of 1962 were uncon-
stitutional, The United States
Supreme Court later stayed the
decision to allow an appeal.

A number of ballots in the
top story voting already had
been marked when the redis-
tricting story broke. The story
was ranked no lower than
third on those ballots marked
after it developed.

eress in the 6th and 10th dis-'
tricts and narrowly missed up-
_set, victories in the 3d and Tih. |

Other top stories of the year:;

6. The double Ilife of North!
Carolina Republican Chairman
William Cobb, who was dis-
covered to be maintaining
nomes and families in Roanoke
and Charlotte, N., C.

7. The preparations and de-
velopments in Tidewater Vir-
winia as & result of the Cuban
crisis.

#. The exchange of -2 Pllot
Francis Gary Powers, son of a
southwest Virginia cobbler, for
Rrussian spy Rudolf Abel and

nis return to this country.
9. The slaying of a Chesjgt-
%, :




